
 
I was told by my high 

school guidance counselor 
in Philadelphia that Florida 
A&M was the black Harvard. 
But when I arrived on Aug. 
15, 2003, and unloaded my 
bags on the red dirt hills 
surrounding Paddyfote 
Complex, well… enough said.

Despite ups and downs, 
twist and turns, fl ips and 
swirls I have experienced 
on the Rattler Roller Ride, 
I would have had it no 
other way. FAMU has truly 
brought out the best in me. 
Tallahassee has brought out 
the best in me, especially the 
survivor hidden deep within.

After my fi rst semester on 
campus, I ran into fi nancial 
woes, which almost sent 
me into a psychotic episode 
going from one long pointless 
line to the other in the Foote-
Hilyer Administration 
building. The end result, I had 
to take a break from school, 
which caused me to discover 
the true person within.

I met so many good 
people and got involved in 
a number of community 
projects. I started a nonprofi t 
performing arts institute 
for low-income families, 
Rakad’ Institute of the Arts. 

When you need help, you 

should start by helping 
others fi rst.  This was proven 
effective because some of 
my close friends started the 
“FAMU Here We Come” 
fund-raising campaign, 
which raised $7,000. 

When I re-enrolled in 
January 2007, I started 
writing again for the news 
section of The Famuan; 
I eventually became 
managing editor. Ultimately 
I shifted professional 
gears and switched my 
major to accounting. I 
then became president 
of the FAMU Chapter of 
the National Association 
of Black Accountants.

FAMU has provided some 
great once in a lifetime 
opportunities, especially 
working in programs in the 
School of Journalism and 
Graphic Communication 
and the School of Business 
and Industry. For two 
years in a row, I hosted the 
Homecoming Show, which 
aired on FAMU TV-20, the 
“Friday Morning Worship 
& Praise Party” and “SGA 
Talks” on WANM 90.5. 

After completing two 
internships, I learned life 
could become lonely once 
you begin a career; the same 
family feeling established 
on ‘the Hill’ is no longer 
the same. Appreciate 
the friends you have. 

FAMU prepared me for 
the future. I am proud 
of my university and am 
extremely proud to have 
graduated from “the 
college of love and charity.” 
This seven-year journey 
ended and I will cross 
the stage May 1, 2010.
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“I REPRESENT, FLORIDA—
A G R I C U L T U R A L — A N D 
MECHANICAL UNIVERSITY, 
OCTOBER 3, 1887...WHAT.” 
Every time my peers scream 
this phrase, I am reminded of 
who I am, where I come from 
and where I am going in life. 

I will share this phrase 
with my future husband and 
pass it on to the generations 
that follow. Florida A&M has 
been more than a learning 
facility to me; it has been my 
home away from Miami and 
practice before the ‘real world.’ 

This university has made 
me mature in so many ways. 
I wouldn’t say that I was 
naïve as a freshman, but my 
priorities were not organized. 

I graduated high school at 
the age of 17 and moved from 
Miami.  Like some students 
coming from inner cities, I 
used college as an escape from 
a destructive environment. 
I knew that I would take 
advantage of the opportunity 
to gain a better life for my 
family, community and myself. 
However, I didn’t realize the 
hard work I had to put forth 
during my collegiate career. 

I was an incoming freshman 
during the Castell-Bryant 
era. Firsthand, I witnessed 
my institution being 

criticized by the city and even 
some ‘so-called Rattlers.’

 The integrity of FAMU 
was in jeopardy: fi nancial 
aid lines were nothing like 
it is now, the university was 
on the brink of losing its 
accreditation and school pride 
was at a low especially with 
our interim president publicly 
rating FAMU students at 
a two on a scale of four in 
the St. Petersburg Times.

However, FAMU remained 
poised. James H. Ammons, 
our tenth president, improved 
the morale of students; 
Rattlers could believe in 
their university again. 

From that experience, I 
learned that one should keep 
fi ghting, despite those who may 
have little faith in your pursuit. 
Never lose sight of your goals 
and focus on things that matter.

The School of Journalism 
and Graphic Communication 
has prepared me for 
a competitive life.

Despite many tragedies 
and personal confl icts that I 
had to deal with, there was 
always a deadline to meet. The 
program gave me the drive 
of a survivor. The broadcast 
sequence showed me that 
even when I didn’t think I had 
anything else to offer, I could 
push my boundaries back 
and extend my comfort zone.

Without the guidance 
of FAMU, I would have 
settled for just being at any 
institution. As a Rattler, I take 
pride in knowing that alumni 
boycotted a public transit 
system, marched for civil rights 
and died for my peers and 
me to be where we are today. 

I will always represent 
Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical University. 
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There are many different 
ways to achieve an education 
such as trade schools, training 
programs or institution of 
higher learning. Nonetheless, 
attending college is 
generally accepted as the 
standard requirement for 
achieving a high paying job.

U.S. Department of Education 
statistics show that 76 out of 
100 students who graduate 
in the bottom 40 percent of 
their high school class do not 
graduate from college, even if 
they spend 8 1/2 years doing 
an online college; that’s even 
with colleges having watered 
down classes to accommodate 
such students. Only 23 percent 
of the 1.3 million students 
who took college entrance 
examinations in 2007 were 
prepared to do college-level 
study in math, language skills 
and science. Even though 
a majority of students are 
grossly under-prepared to do 
college-level work, each year 
colleges admit hundreds of 
thousands of such students.

While colleges have strong 
fi nancial motives to admit 
unsuccessful students for 
failing, students the experience 
can be devastating. They often 
leave school having piled up 
thousands of dollars in debt. 
There is possibly trauma 
and poor self-esteem for 
having failed and perhaps 
embarrassment for their 
families. Marty Nemko, author 
of America’s Most Overrated 
Product: Higher Education,
says that worst of all, “Few of 
these former college students, 
having spent thousands of 
dollars, wind up in a job that 
required a college education.” 

 Throughout most of the 20th 
century, a high school diploma 
was suffi cient enough to assure 
American employers that their 
job applicants and employees 
would be able to handle most 
basic tasks. Many companies 
operated their own internal 
training and development 
programs for recent high school 
graduates to ensure a well 
trained work force. As a result, 
many Americans enjoyed long, 
successful careers, working 
for the same companies until 
they were ready to retire.

Changes in the job market 
have put an end to those 
traditions. Most workers 
entering their fi rst job today 
will change career paths 
at least seven times before 
they reach retirement age.

With workers jumping ship 
more frequently, few companies 
can afford to invest heavily 
in employee development. 
Therefore, more employers 
rely on job seekers to develop 
their own skills prior to joining 
a company. Consequently, 
the demand for workers with 
college degrees has skyrocketed 
over the past few decades.

You often hear people 
say that college is not for 
everyone. Choosing not to 
go to college makes fi nding 
employment much harder, 
or you may not advance in 
your career as quickly as you 
might like. It is imperative 
for a job applicant to be as 
highly skilled and educated 
as possible. Being educated in 
this country means acquiring 
at least a bachelor’s degree.

In tough 
economy, 
degree is 
bene� cial
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As my yearlong term ends 
as Editor-in-chief, I can 
say that The Famuan has 
progressed into a multimedia-
friendly newspaper with 
students who demand more 
coverage every second, 
minute and hour of each day. 

We are keeping up with the 
new climate of journalism. 
Flipcams were on our hips, 
Twitter was at our fi ngertips 
and cameras were in our 
pockets; The Famuan is 
ready to give you breaking 
news within one minute of 
the occurrence. This campus 
is ready for a 24-hour online 
staff that can provide the 
latest updates about a story. 
I challenge the future staff 
to use tools the School of 
Journalism and Graphic 

Communication has provided 
to go beyond the routine. 
Student journalists can use an 
article, graphic, photo gallery, 
photo essay, news package 
and radio piece to tell a story. 

With two different staffs and 
a vision from the beginning 
of the school year to catch 
up with society’s ‘on-the-go’ 
attitude, we have drastically 
progressed. Uploading videos 
produced by broadcast 
students transforming 
Journey Magazine 
articles into news stories 
represents the convergence 
ideal Journalism Division 
Director Dorothy Bland 
wants to instill in the new 
multimedia curriculum. The 
Famuan is at the forefront of 
convergence and multimedia. 

We should continue to be 
the  Tallahassee Democrat’s 
competition and students 
should consistently want 
more updates; I challenge The 
Famuan to continue with this 
legacy and take the newspaper 
to another dimension. 

Some call the new staff a 
“baby staff,” as well-known 
students graduated and 
freshmen and sophomores 
now assume leadership of 
the newspaper, but this 
only adds to the paper’s 
diversity. The freshman and 
sophomore class  are both 
driven with fresh ideas. 

My time here is done and 
I pass the torch to the new 
Editor-in-chief,  Caryn Wilson. 

Erica Butler  for the editorial 
board. 

The Famuan moves forward

I promise to represent FAMU Seven years were well worth it

Grads discuss their trying journey through college

� e long, tiresome road to graduation  


